
Contemporary Rural Social Work Contemporary Rural Social Work 

Journal Journal 

Volume 8 Number 2 Article 15 

9-1-2016 

Graduation Day Graduation Day 

Ann Malaspina 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw 

 Part of the Social Work Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Malaspina, Ann (2016) "Graduation Day," Contemporary Rural Social Work Journal: Vol. 8: No. 2, Article 15. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.61611/2165-4611.1130 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw/vol8/iss2/15 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Publications at Murray State's Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Contemporary Rural Social Work Journal by an authorized editor of 
Murray State's Digital Commons. For more information, please contact msu.digitalcommons@murraystate.edu. 

http://www.murraystate.edu/
http://www.murraystate.edu/
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw/vol8
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw/vol8/iss2
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw/vol8/iss2/15
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw?utm_source=digitalcommons.murraystate.edu%2Fcrsw%2Fvol8%2Fiss2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/713?utm_source=digitalcommons.murraystate.edu%2Fcrsw%2Fvol8%2Fiss2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.61611/2165-4611.1130
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/crsw/vol8/iss2/15?utm_source=digitalcommons.murraystate.edu%2Fcrsw%2Fvol8%2Fiss2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:msu.digitalcommons@murraystate.edu


Graduation Day, Contemporary Rural Social Work, 8(2), 2016 129 

 

 

Graduation Day 

Ann Malaspina 

Vermont College of Fine Arts 

 

Unlike the state roads and mile-square fields, 

the horizon in Chancellor, South Dakota is not a straight line. 

It shifts in the yellow wind from the ethanol plant 

and bends at the edge of the soybean field 

where coyotes yelp at dusk. 

In winter, the horizon is low as the blowing snow 

pushing cars into ditches, taking our breath away. 

When the weaning calves cry out in May, 

the horizon lowers still, until it is the window frame 

and wood slat walls closing in. Some of us won’t ever leave. 

But today the old blue Ford, spray-painted and ribbon-decked,  

races down the middle of Route 44 with Meghan at the wheel,  

gunning the engine, flying into the open sky. 

  

1

Malaspina: Graduation Day

Published by Murray State's Digital Commons, 2016



Graduation Day, Contemporary Rural Social Work, 8(2), 2016 130 

 

 

Discussion questions for the poem Graduation Day: 

1. How does this poem relate to Erikson’s concept of identity versus role diffusion for 

Meghan? 

2. What choices does Meghan have to make in the immediate future about her life? 

3. What do you think that Meghan is thinking about as she flies down Route 44? 

4. How do you think Meghan will remember this day as she remembers this time in her life? 

5. Do you think that she will consider this day a turning point in her life?  Explain. 
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