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During the early twentieth century tobacco was the most important cash 
crop of farmers in Graves County. It pe.a,itted the indebted tanner to buy 
Christmas presents if sold in Deoenlbc: and later to pay his debts in addition 
to buying other needed articles for his family. Mayfield was one of the large 
centers in Western Kentucky for the handling rA dark-fired tobacco. Ind• 
suchwewholivedtherew•oaffectad~htleal,acmenaelllftalllla. 
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back•breaking work ,,~om the time of the sowing of the plant ,and in the spring 

to the curing of the tobaoco. 

In the earty autumn the mature stalks were cut and housed in a tall, na,. 
row bllffl. Five or six stalks were placed on tobacco sticks and hung in tiers 
81 hiF • ttw rafl1rs. A fire of hickory or other hardwood, centered on the 
floor and cove,9d wllh sawduSt, gave a glaze and special ftavor to the leaf 
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hands and all other s ate rs ere wam d to b ware of the formidable r 
There was always n air of expectancy that we might fall and of cours ine. 
did, but sprawling on the floor was not a _g~od reason for stopping. We go 
up, brushed our clothes, and skated until time to go ome. Soon commer­
cial nnks under tents sprang up in the summer, but somehow hey e~e not 
the same. we had devised our own sport held in a special place which we 
had selected and skated with young people our age. In another setting 
ewes :shadowed by commercialism the magic of skating was gone. 

w. had grown up dunng the tr;oubled years of the dark-fared tobacco 10• 

--, tanners were pitted against the tobacco trust. In a subtle way 
our awareness so, too, had the dark leaf touched our young 




