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To many Abraham Lincoln followers, the assassinated President
has become almos saint. To s historians the "Lincoln Cult” has
become “"almost American religion." Roy P. Basler, who has
compiled the Lincoln papers, believes that as time passes, Lincoln
“pecomes more and more a national mythos. The certainty with which
this mythos will continue to 1ive depends on how much Lincoln is able
to stand reinterpretation.”

Even though this prediction was made over fifty years ago, the
evidence indicates that the Lincoln legend will always be with us.
Basler's conclusion is more than supported by David H. Donald's

, which is reaching a wide reading audience and has received
wﬂn reviews by many historians h as James M. McPherson.

In writing this book, Donald stat that he is not writing a

hi of the United States during the mid-nineteenth
. a history of Lincoln himself, with most of it
on CL war years, years upon which his greatness
\ closely on what Lincoln knew, "when he knew it,
> decisions, I h I think, produced a portrait
from that of other biographers.” Donald gives

. high ambitions, Lincoln's early years, his

, his tempestuous married life, and his

other endeavors. Donald points out how

ayed a determining role in Lincoln's

enormous capacity for growth. More

e tial passivity of
rather than initiating
that his destiny was con
happened, it was




the Battle of Antietam, Lincoln issued his
He was initiating action to end a system
of labor that h since the earliest Colonial period. This
position wvas a part of his radical activism.
ponald also maintains that Lincoln straddled the issue of racial
equality and favored colonization as the remedy for race relations in
this country. He favored colonization as Henry Clay did, but on
racial equality Lincoln minced few words. For example, in his
debates with Senator Douglas) Lincoln flatly stated that he favored
white race as the superior race--that he did not favor social or
1itical equality for the black man. Also in a White House meeting
: August of 1862, Lincoln told a group of free black leaders that he
favored free blacks' colonizing outside the United States. Going
hem that there was not a single black man that was

te man in this country.
d contains a wealth of detail on every aspect of
life pecially on the four years and one month of his
on. It took great ability to keep the diverse elements
rth together during the greatest tr through which this
. Lincoln was a superb Commander-in-Chief, and he %
_wictory. This work is highly recommended for
11y to Lincoln and Civil War scholars.
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