
Book Reviews 

Dark Fire. By Bernadette Ruic (Las Vegas, NV: The Ironing Board Press, 202 1 ). 

During the early part of the twentieth century, "Big Tobacco" met with a spirited resistance 

from small-time farme rs who felt that market fo rces and corporate greed robbed them of the 

blood, toil, sweat, and tears that they poured into their crops. An offshoot of the Progressive Era's 

distrust of Big Business in general, the movement spawned a popu list uprising and a series of 

events that were rife with intimidation and violence. It was lawlessness in a system in which laws 

tended to favor the interests of the rich and powerfu l. Dark Fire tells the story of individuals caught 

in the cultural currents of the day. 

The book is the result of a longtime project for author Bernadette Ruic, who spent years 

researching, writing, and re-writing it. Its initial incarnation was non-fiction, but the final product 

is a novel deeply rooted in real events that arc both chilling and sobering. Dark Fire follows the 

Drew and Lawrence families to their ultimate demise whi le at the same time indulging the reader 

in a wish that the events of history might not end they way they truly ended. 

Ruic is very artistic in the presentation of this story, yet at the same time, lovers of history 

will appreciate the research behind it. She masterfully negotiates the turbulent waters of the period 

by recognizing both the folk hero status of the Night Riders and the cautionary tale of lawlessness. 

As Ru ic puts it, "Night Riding began as part of a desperate and even noble move to secure a decent 

living for tobacco farmers" (xiii). The author drops in small details such as references to Calumet 

baking cans and the Span ish Flu that really give the reader a sense of the times, and she clea rly 

understands the larger themes of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centu ry. Dialogue of 

characters at times waxes historical with lines such as one that describes the Populist Party as a 

"great tradition of agrarian reform" (44). Likewise, Ruic astutely points out the tension that 

urbanization wrought upon communities, coming to a head with an issue of removing hitch-stakes 

and being explained away with "some line of bull about progress." (65). 

for those who are interested in social history, there arc interesting passages that describe 

the rigors of working in tobacco fie lds and other agrarian pursuits. O ne section in particular tells 
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of a hog killing, during which "the blood jist came a-spu rtin o ut" ( 11 9). In terms of language, it is 

worth mentioning that the d ialogue is written with rural Kcnrucky in mind, and while it could be 

difficult to interpret for people not fami liar with the dialect, it lends a sense of cred ib ility to the 

story. 

While there can be something of a language barrier as a result of the d ialogue, a mo re 

serio us obstacle for the reader stems from the use of multiple narrators. This docs make parts of 

the story harder to follow than might otherwise be the case. Similarly, a lack of apostrophes and 

quotation marks can cause confusion when reading some passages. I lowcvcr, the reader should 

bear in mind that Da rk Hrc is an ambitious artistic endeavor and as such, many trad itio nal 

gram matica l rules do not necessarily apply. Additionally, the use o f the antiquated dialect can 

un lock hidden gems o f long-forgotten ru ral wisdom . For exam ple, at a pivotal moment comes the 

phrase, "What goes over the devil's back'II come under his belly some day" ( 18 1 ). 

Overall, several kinds of readers would benefit fro m reading Dark Fire. Those seeking to bcrrcr 

understand the violent tendencies of the era wi ll certainly get a sense of underlying conditio ns that 

made such a t ragic event possible. Others who seek a suspenseful talc o f murder and intrigue will 

indeed find it in Dark Fire. Those fascinated by ta lcs of the N ight Riders will appreciate the 

research beh ind the accounts o f them in this book. People who love colorfu l language will find 

pleasure in the rendering of the loca l dialect. Most of all, this book is for people who look at mob 

violence and simply ask themselves, "What drives it?" 

Rrent E. Taylor 

West Kentucky Technica l and Community College 

No Common Ground: Confederate Monuments aru.l the Ongoing Fight for RacialJustice. By Karen L. Cox, 

Ph.D. (Chapel Hill, NC: The U niversity of North Caro lina Press, 202 1). 

In recent years, Dr. Karen Cox has become an importan t voice in the field of Southern 

history and politics and how they im pact current political and social discourse. 

Her previo us published wo rks o n the U nited Daughters of the Confederacy, and the larger 

national depiction of Southern culture have been groundbreaking in that they force scho lars to 
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reexamine the "Lost Cause" myth. A,;; such, her scholarship has been well received in the general 

public as her contributio n has been featured o n major broadcast media and in the print press. In 

particu lar, she has always add ressed how these issues impact race relations and racial power 

dynamics in the south. T hus, her works have cast these controversies in a contemporary light as an 

anxious nation is being forced to address long simmering tensions. 

Cox's latest wo rk, No Common Ground: Confederate Monuments and the Ongoing Fight for 

Raciallustice, is no exception. The very cover of the book features the 2020 Black Lives Matter 

protests at the Robert E. Lee statue at the U niversity of Virginia in C harlottesville with a gripping 

picture of African American murder victim George Floyd superimposed at the statue's base. This 

work is an excellent continuation of Cox's larger contribution to the literature on race relations in 

the post Reconstructio n South and how they impact current racial and political controversies. 

Based upon recent media reports, the casual observer could get the impressio n that the 

drive to remove Confederate monuments is a recent phenomenon. Cox clear disabuses the reader 

of that not ion as she contends they these statues have always been the subject of controversy in 

various quarters of American society. She writes: 

This book tells the history of Confederate monuments since 1865 through the debates that 

surrounded them and the movements that arose to erect, defend, oppose and remove them. It is 

focused on community-based mo numents rather than those erected on battlefields because it is in 

communities where debates over the meaning of these statues have taken place. The story begins 

with the Lost Cause, how white southerne rs came to enshrine the idea in stone, and how their 

reshaping of the southern landscape shored up a revisionist narrative of the C ivil W ar. At the 

same time, the book documents an African American legacy of protest against Confederate statues 

that surfaced as the first ones were being erected in the nineteenth century. 

In sum, the current dispute over Confederate monuments is nothing new or unique. 

Rather, they have always been pregnant symbols in the eyes of two different constituencies. White 

Southerners view the statues as symbols of a gallant, genteel, sentimental, and glorious time that is 

proverbially gone with the wind. That they represent to true history o f the South and arc rich 

representations of the southern way of li fe . However, African Americans generally viewed the 

monuments as ugly and tragic depictions of slavery, Jim C row and the larger lopsided political 
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power dynamics that they were forced to accept through disenfranchisement, the lack of economic 

resources, state condoned violence (especially lynching) and large-scale intimidatio n. 

For example, C hapter Two, "From Bereavement to Vindication" is an excellent sum mary 

of how the south sought to redeem itself from the consequences of a lost war and lost face. 

Historica lly, white southerners were embittered by los ing the W ar, having their plantati on 

economy severely damaged by "Yankee so ldiers," and their unquestio ned hold on political power 

superseded by free blacks, northern "Carpetbaggers" and their southern "Scallywag" collaborators. 

In particular, Cox discusses how white southern women rook the lead to construct monu ments to 

their fallen fathers, sons, brothers, and husbands. However, as Reconstruction waned, and the 

"Redeemer" governments had renirned to power in local and state govern ments, the d rive to bu ild 

these mo numents took on added momentum. Such efforts to cast the vanquished Confederacy, 

and the drive to reinstitute the white supremacist social order, continued throughout the 

Nineteenth Centu ry and continued well into the T wentieth as the C ivil Rights movement reached 

its zenith . 

However, C hapters Three and Four demo nstrate how the irresistible force of white 

southern nostalgia met the immovable object of black southern resistance to their oppression . f or 

example, in "C onfederate C ulture and the Struggle for C ivil Rights," Cox describes how the 

northern black printed press was critica l of the construction of the Confederate monument o n 

Georgia's Stone Mountain (where the Second Incarnation of the Ku Klux Klan took place 

previously in 19 15). In particular, the Chicago Defender hosted an open forum to allow readers to 

express a view on this tribute to the vanq uished (read : deceased) Confederate generals. O ne reader 

po ignantly responded , "Every time child of the men I Confederate veterans I look at the 

monuments it gives them a greater desire to .. .. carry out the wishes of their forefathers." In this 

respect, Cox reminds readers of how southe rn white school chi ldren were taken on educat ional 

visits to Confederate monuments in o rder to pedagogically the em phasize the false narrative of 

Confede rate "grea tness" and to reinfo rce white supremacy. 

Consequently, the monuments, and the constant h1 ud ing of the Lost Cause myth , was also 

a direct consequence of the demands of African Americans for their long-denied citize nship rights. 

In "Mo numents and the Battle for First C lass Ci tizenship," Cox observes, "As the civil rights 

movement won notable legislative victories, black southerners were increasingly insistent in 
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claiming the right not o nly to vote but also to occupy community space that, under the gaze of 

Confederate statues, had been den ied to them." Many Confederate monuments had been 

constructed near county cou rthouses and other public government buildings, where there was 

little to no black representation in the halls of power. The successes of the movement in the 1950s 

and 60s were changing that. And it is the irony of ironies that black protestors chose these 

monuments to stage their demonstratio ns fo r dramatize their plight and to win long sought 

liberties. 

C hapter Four had particular personal resona nce for th.is writer as Cox discussed the career 

of C ity Councilman Harvey Gantt and his drive to prevent the dedication of a Confederate 

monument in 1970s C harlo tte, N orth Carolina. Her in-depth interview with the fu tu re 

Democratic U.S. Senate contender revealed that despite the changing social and political 

demographics, Gantt ran into stalwart resistance to opposing the monument and clearly expressed 

his deep ang t as he recounted those events. Said Gantt, "In 1923, it might have been just a matter 

of course to put a monument out on the lawn of C ity Hall, but you did not have black citizens in 

the community voting, they were not pa rticipants as first-class citizens, and l don't think anyone 

wou ld have den ied that." Thus, the Harvey Gantt interview best illustrates the central thesis of 

Cox's book: that there was a close historical relationsh ip between white southerners lauding a 

dreadful past at the expense of the aspi rations of their fellow citizens of color and that people of 

color were equally adamant to reassert their humanity and demand their fu ll citizenship birthright. 

(As a side note: Councilman Gantt would later become the first African American mayor of 

Charlotte and unsuccessfully challenge staunch segregationist U.S. Senator Jesse Helms in the 

1990 and 1996 general elections in North Carolina. The next year, Gantt was interviewed on 

the Southern Illinois Public Broadcasting Television affiliate station by this writer, an overly 

ambitious doctoral history student and instructor at Southern lllinois at Carbondale.) 

ln chapter five, "Debating Removal in a C hanging Political Landscape," Cox mirrors many 

of the essential themes of the previous chapter, but that these arguments ca rried over into the 

Ronald Reagan Era 1980s, a period where American Conservatism had blossomed from a nascent 

politica l movement in the 1950s and 60s into a governing majority in national poli tics, led by 

white southern politicians who were bent on reversing the political, social, and economic ga ins 

that African Americans had made in the previous decades. For example, she examines how 
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attempts by Richmond, Virgin ia's "city fathers" to add a statue of the late tennis great Arthur Ashe 

in Richmond, Virginia (the second Confederate capital , by the way) to blunt African American 

opposition to the removal of rebel heroes. Cox concludes, "The ceremony (to dedicate the statue 

to Ashe) was met by protestors, bu t (Vi rginia Governor) Douglas Wilder, the statue's most 

vociferous advocate, proclaimed that (Richmond's) Monument Avenue was 'now an avenue for all 

people.'." 

The final chapter of Cox's work, "Charleston, C harlottesville, and Continued C hallenges 

to Removal" ends the work with a proverbial question mark, instead of a "period" in that the 

controversy over Confederate monuments is an ongoing issue with a fina l resolu tion yet to be 

determined. The horrific 2015 mass shooting of nine African American parishioners at an African 

Methodist Episcopa l C hurch by Confederate sympath izer and avowed white supremacist Dylan 

Roof led to renewed calls for the removal of Confederate monuments and the Confederate battle 

flag from public spaces, mainly the state capitol in C harleston. True to form, there was equal 

resistance by supporters of the O ld South as they expressed determination to defend their 

"history" and "heritage." Two years later, the Un ite the Right Rally in C harlottesville, Virginia to 

celebrate the ascendency of nativism in American political discourse (after the successfu l election 

of Donald Trump the presidency in 2016) and to protest the remova l of the Robert E. Lee statue, 

led to vio lence and the death of one counter protesto r. These events were further buoyed by a fata l 

citizen/police encounter in Mi nnesota when a suspect, George Floyd, was killed in fu ll view of 

cameras as the arresting offi cer caused the slow suffocation of Floyd . This killing was reminiscent, 

to some, of ga rden variety lynchi ngs that had occu rred in many years passed. T he outpouring of 

global anger and grief brought the question of the removal of Confederate monuments into a new 

and poignant light. 

Cox cites the tragic events in C harleston and C harlottesvi lle illustrate the fact the struggle 

for the removal of Confederate relics from the public square is an ongoing struggle that is 

underscored by old unresolved hatreds, the need on behalf of some to protect a past that was far 

from glo rious and gallant, and the desi re of aggrieved Americans to remove the celebration of 

symbols that arc painfu l reminders of their histo ric (present) oppression . Indeed, she concludes, 

"For more than 150 yea rs, this e rroneous version of the past (the Lost Cause and the veneration of 

the O ld South) has dominated the cultu re of the South, but as the removal of monuments 
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suggests, the Lost C ause's days may be numbered. And with that, perhaps, there is common 

ground ahead." 

This is an excellent book for those who wish to study the tumultuous periods of race 

relations in the N ineteenth and Twentieth Centu ries, as well as those who seek to understand 

current politica l controversies and why Confederate monuments, and the veneration of that tragic 

period, plays such a prominent role in political conversation in these polarized and unprecedented 

times. 

Dr. Brian K. C lardy 

Murray State University 

Fall of Kentucky's Rock: W estern Kentucky Democratic Politics From the N ew Deal. By George G . 

Humphreys. (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2022). 

With the skill of a seasoned pundit, George G . Humphreys blends the flavors that make up 

the Jackson Purchase region. From the banks of the mighty rivers and the long rows of the tobacco 

patch to the depths of the coalfields, Humphreys' narrative reveals the complex heritage upon 

which the G ibraltar of Democracy was bu ilt. 

A native of the Jackson Purchase, Humphreys' interest centers upon the tum of events in 

Kentucky poli tics occurring since the 1930s. Before retiring from his 20 + years career as staff 

director in the Oklahoma House of Represenrntives, Humphreys became interested in Kentucky 

politics. H is new publication, T he Fall of Kentucky's Rock: Western Kentucky Democratic Politics 

From the New Deal, focuses on how the often-ignored region of western Kentucky was a key player 

in statewide political affairs. 

Western Kentucky has provided seven Democratic governors for Kentucky and a majo ri ty 

leader fo r the U nited States Senate who later served the nation as vice-president. These political 

feats earned the region the moniker, G ibraltar of Kentucky Democracy. 

In describing the geographic and legislative landscapes, Humphreys wisely acknowledges 

the difficulty in defining the bounda ries of "western" Kentucky. The land and abundant water 

were what drew people to this part of the state. The latter asset, specifically the rivers, were what 

kept them separated from the rest of the commonwealth. These early settlement people were 
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farmers and miners, busy raising their crops o r digging for coal. They transported their products 

mostly to southern markets. Even with their isolation from others, they eagerly kept abreast of 

Kentucky politics as they knew their very lives depended upon what happened in Frankfort and 

Washington. 

Humphreys' book provides an excellent cultural review of the western region, from its 

southern sympathies during the C ivi l W ar, fo llowed by the brutality of reconstruction and the 

activities of the Night Riders, on to the Su ffrage move ment and both W orld Wars. He shares a 

thorough understanding of the social characteristics that defined the regio n - farming, coal 

mining, rel igion, slavery, education, women's work - each of which played a role in setting the 

politica l stage that gave the region its nickname. 

Along with river and later rail developments, the advent of the telephone and municipal 

utilities were other milestones that shaped the region. Hum phreys explains how local leaders 

across the area worked together to improve transpo rtatio n. With these advancements, the western 

lands were more connected to other loca les in Kentucky and across srnte lines. New jobs brought 

in laborers moving in from other locations. Moving people and goods has always been a priority as 

well as poli t ical hot buttons for western Kentucky. 

In addition to those with personal polit ica l ambitio n, Humphreys acknowledges that the 

media also played a significant role in politics. The Democratic stronghold in the west was 

supported by several newspaper publishers who shunned elected positions even as they embraced 

their roles as Democratic devotees. Even with their influences, there were also strong Republican 

factions that held their ground for decades. 

Humphreys explains how the advancements made in the west with investment and 

construction of pu blic facil ities such as W estern State Hospita l, the Ke ntucky State Penitentiary, 

and training schools for teachers, changed the region. His account also provides an often

overlooked aspect of western Kentucky history by providing details about the pligh t of Blacks as 

the state and the region moved from the days of Jim C row in to the C ivil Rights era. 

From there, the author sheds light on how the economy evolved after WW2 and the 

Korean War. An interesting read particu larly as this was during the time the first and to date, the 

only, U.S. vice-president was from the Jackson Purchase. From the uranium-enrichment plant at 

Paducah drawing in laborer's from afar and manufacturing plants like Curlee and Merit clothing 
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factories, there were many jobs ava ilable fo r men and women all throughout the region. W hile 

many of the jobs offered low wages, politics had certainly played a mighty hand in terms of 

generating economic growth. 

The book also covers the legislation around the integration of local schools in the Purchase 

with the ruling of Brown v. Board of Education. That difficult and controversial change was soon 

followed by more frustration and politica l maneuvering as each county struggled with school 

consolidation. 

T he region's cash crop of tobacco has always played a prominent role in the realm of 

politics as well as the production of coa l. As no smoking signs popped up across the country and 

clean coal technology was being sought, weste rn Kentucky farmers and miners worked with their 

legislators to protect these economic engines that had been their livelihood for generations. 

As the story moves into more recent history, Humphreys relays how the G ibraltar of Democracy 

eventually came to its demise. He secs it as a chain of events that began in 1994 when the 

Democratic losses experienced in the congressional races ended the party's uninterrupted con trol 

of western Kentucky. 

In recent years, the Jackson Purchase has become a fairly dependable vote for the G rand 

O ld Party. Even so, says Humphreys, that loyalty has yet to be as rewarded economically as in the 

days of the New Deal. 

Political enthusiasts wi ll appreciate the chro nological approach the author uses in sharing 

the western region's political role as it played out in statewide politics. Perhaps even more 

importantly, followers of history will ga in insight as to how western Kentucky influenced the 

region's economy through political decisions at both the state and national levels. T h ose who 

enjoy learning more about far western Kentucky will delight in Humphreys' well-researched 

cultural and social heritage of the Jackson Purchase region. 

T he Fall of Kentucky's Rock lays out the rich traditions and customs of a fervent voting 

populace that created a legacy rooted in partisan politics, and how that heritage evolved ove r time. 
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As if They W ere Ours: The Story of Camp Tyson America's Only Barrage Balloon Training Facility. By Shanno n 
Mcf arlin . (Hoosick, NY: Merriam Press, 20 16). 

Camp Tyson, Images of America Series. By Shanno n McFa rlin. (Mounr Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Press, 20 17). 

A Loca l Story with National Implications. 

Shannon McFarlin has captured a unique and even romantic moment in loca l and 

national history in her compan ion books As if They W ere O urs: T he Story of Camp T yson 

America's O nly Barrage Balloon Train ing facility, published by Merriam Press (20 16) in their 

W orld War Two Series, and Camp Tyson, published by A rcadia Press (2017) in their Images of 

America Ser ies. Hers is a passionate and intimate look into an Army Camp, Camp T yson, and the 

local community, Paris, Tennessee, with which it became intertwined during the years of the G reat 

C rusade of World War Two. 

Most of our popular narratives of World War Two brush lightly over the story of the home 

front. We arc aware of the general outline of military events and the grand strategy behind the 

campaigns across the Pacific and Europe, but we arc not so conversant of the industrial, econom ic 

::ind social mobil ization behind the scenes, no r arc we aware of the very great challenge with in the 

mobilization effort to house, o rganize and t rain the 8.4 million men and women in uniform 

needed to accomplish the task. Shannon provides a much needed and appreciated glimpse into 

the larger national sto ry of the mobilization effo rt. What played out at Camp Tyson between Town 

and Camp is an iconic representation of what played out at 60 other "giant bachelor cities" built 

for the mobilizatio n effort of WWll. 

The world went to war in 1939. The United States d id not. A mericans were divided abo ut 

how to respond to a rapidly deteriorating international situation . Many sided with C harles 

Limburg and his "America f irst" movement advocating for neutral ity. O thers sided with a 

preparedness faction seeking a heightened level of preparedness shou ld the worst come about. 

M indfu l of the domestic poli t ical d ivide, President franklin Roosevelt treaded softly issuing a 

Limited State of Natio nal Emergency that modestly ex panded the Regular Army from 215,000 to 

22 7,00 and authorized an additional I 00,000 National G uardsman be added to the 2 15,000 

standing by to be called to rcderal Service, if requi red. Througho ut the months across the winter 

of 1939 and into the spri ng of 1940 the lack of military activity in Europe gave rise to the 
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description "Phony W ar." T he anxiety and anticipation of those months then gave way to real war 

in the spring of 1940 witnessed by the rapid fall Norway, Denmark, Belgium, to the Nazis and 

capped off with the stunning and dramatic six week blitzkrieg campaign resulting in fall of France 

in June of 1940. With all of continental Europe in the grip of Fascist domination and with 

Imperial Japan intensifying her war with C hina, the balance of opin ion in the U nited States t ilted 

in favor of preparedness, albeit in politically palatable incremental steps as the country was not yet 

at war. 

The executive and legislative acts of 1940-4 I that increased the size of the Army carried 

within them a balance and political compromise between the fears of neutrality advocates and the 

wants of preparedness advocates. While the size of the Army was dramatically increased, 

prohibitions for its use anywhere outside the U nited States and her territories were enshrined. 

There was as yet no fo re ign battlefield to ship these troops. A standing army was inevitable and 

housing that Army demanded a solution. Congress made it explicit that the citizen-soldiers of the 

new draftee Army would not live in the "tents and mess hall" environment of the World War I 

Army: "snug barracks, toilets, showers, heating, and electric lights," it was stipulated, would have 

to be in place before these new sold iers arrived at camps, which at this time had hardly even been 

conceptualized. The issue of comfort for the sold iers of this citizen army was from the beginning of 

incremental mobilizatio n an uncom promising public concern. It had been but twenty years since 

World War I and the fathers of the boys who were being drafted were not about to allow their 

sons to have to endure what they had in the austere mobilization camps of WWI. The matter even 

rose to the level of Presidential politics in the election of 1940. Republican candidate Wendell 

Wilke made a campaign accusatio n that the camps would not be adeq uate or even ready fo r the 

troops as they came into service. President Roosevelt responded and promised , " I can give 

assurance to the mothers and fathers of AmeriGt that each and every one of their boys in training 

will be well housed." 

And so these newly drafted citizen-soldiers were well housed, and well housed on time as 

they came into service. T hese camps in size and scope were, in fact, small cities unto themselves. 

Each camp housed from 30,000 to 100,000 men, often dwarfing neighboring civilian cites. In his 

Annual Report of 194 1, Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson reported, "a program of 

construction ... of over 40 veritable cities ... entertaining all the necessary utilities and conveniences 
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including recreatio n buildings, theaters, se rvice clubs, chapels, athletic areas, hospita ls, bakeries, 

laundries, and cold storage plants ... ". By the end of 1943 the Army bui lt 6 1 of these veritable 

cities. By the end o f the war the nation had witnessed a program of military construction which 

had few parallels in world histo ry. 

Many communities competed for selection as a camp site. 1n the Depression Era, the 

in fus ion of Federal dollars, employment, and entrepreneurial opportunities were enticements few 

local po liticians could overlook. The site selection for Camp Tyson was unusual in that the Army 

made the selection unbeknownst to loca l citizens: it rather appeared out of nowhere. Special 

crite ria such as distance fro m the newly deve loping air traffic corrido rs, ;iirports, and the directio n 

of prevailing winds were safety considerations for the un ique training of barrage balloon units for 

which the Camp was to be built. 

Shannon's telling of the story of Camp Tyson in both word and picture nicely captures the 

clements of a larger national story of the impact of these camps. There was a national "mixing of 

DNA" throughout the war years as boys from around the country drafted and volunteered into 

service mixed with local girls from the communities around these camps resulting in marri;iges and 

relocations unimaginable in the pre-war years. There was a bonding that occurred between the 

citizens of the country with her soldiers as each camp was largely built and susta ined by a local 

workforce and a local pride in caring fo r "our soldi ers," as was so nice ly captured in her title, As if 

T hey W ere O urs. It was also a t ime of racia l and gender segregation in the Army. The Army did 

not racially desegregate until 1948, no r gender desegregate until 1974. Shannon has provided 

special attention to the lives and sto ries of black soldiers assigned to a C amp located in the Jim 

Crow era of 1940-1945 Tennessee and of the pioneering women of the W ome n's Aux iliary C orps 

(WACS). 

As the accomplished reporter that she is in her professional life, Shannon has woven 

together a plethora of stories around these elements. There is certainly a newsy feel to her vignettes 

and a richness in the way of historical and genea logical presentation that should be informative, 

pleasing, and a source of civic pride as first and foremost a loca l histo ry, as well as an excellent 
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telling and insight into a larger national story that Camp T yson and Paris Tennessee so adequately 

represent. 

John J. O'Brien 

Fort Campbell 

Mil.bum Baptist Church, 1866-2006. By G len Stewart. Privately printed. 2006, 3rd Printing. 

Pastor Glen Stewart compiled and published Milburn Baptist C hurch, 1966-2006 for the 

140th anniversary of the church's establishment. Stewart acknowledges that this small booklet is 

the product of a concerted effort by church members and that they consulted numerous primary 

sources such as local newspapers and church records as well as some regional historical works. The 

booklet's simple title is somewhat misleading as it focuses a great deal on the history of Milburn 

itself rather than just on important events in the church. 

The booklet begins with a brief but descriptive history of Milburn's founding in C arlisle 

County, Kentucky. This section is interesting and examines how communities began along 

transportation and trade routes alo ng the region's waterways. This first section also contains lists of 

professionals and business owners in the community; however, the author provides no dates or 

context of their service to the community. Despite the booklet's title, none of these business 

owners or professionals arc demonstrated to have any connection to the church itself. 

When Stewart discusses the history of Milburn Baptist C hurch, he mostly addresses 

information about when building and renovation projects were completed or when church 

traditions began. T here are, however, some other interesting pieces of informatio n that he docs 

include. The 1860s saw many Baptist churches founded in W estern Kentucky, many of which still 

exist today. As the population of the region and the number of Baptist churches expanded , so too 

did the number and organization of Baptist associations in the region. Stewart explains that 

Milburn Baptist C hurch was created during this period of Baptist expansion in the regio n. 

The booklet includes lists of the church's previous pastors and deacons and those men who were 

ordained to the ministry th roughout the years; although, this information is incomplete in some 

places, lacking years of service for some of these men. Stewart also includes a table of additions and 

subtractions to the church membership ro ll through baptisms, membership letters, deaths, and 

exclusions. While this is interesting information, there are no names or context given which could 

provide additional value. T he booklet concludes with several pages of historical photographs of 

businesses and individuals from the community and church throughout the years. While many of 

these photographs do include captions identifying the person or building, many of them lack years 

to provide additional historical context. 
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Milburn Baptist Church, 1866-2006 fills a small niche among the historical community of 

Western Kentucky. AB of today, Milburn Baptist C hurch has stood for over a century and half as a 

community of faith ; that, in and of itself, is an achievement to be recognized. No doubt , those who 

grew up in the church and community over the last several decades will enjoy this booklet as it 

recounts people and events that they have known throughout the yea rs. The booklet accomplishes 

its goal in commemorating the 140th anniversary of the church; however, those without 

connectio ns to the church and community of M ilburn may lack the context to appreciate the 

information presented. 

Thomas Elsey George: The Ways of War: My Experiences as an Artillery Man in World War 11. 

C had Wells 

Hazel, KY 

By Mary Ellen Tho masson, editor. Self-published, 20 I 0. 48 pp., 22 illustrations. Paperback. 

Today, as the last members o f whom Tom Brokaw famously labeled "The G reatest Generation" 

continue to pass away, their eyewitness accounts o f soldier life during W orld W ar II , 

unfortunately, arc passing away with them. The emergence of the vernacular-based "new military 

history" during the late 20th century provided an early platform where these veterans could record 

their wartime experiences in the form of o ral interviews and self-published accounts. Whi le many 

noted historians and journal ists would seek out these veterans as a way of publishing their next 

scholarly work, many of the best accounts arc those written by the veterans themselves in their own 

ha nd. Such is the case with Thomas Elsey George. 

In The Ways of War, T homas Elsey George chronicles his 40-month tour of duty as an 

artilleryman in the United States Army during World W ar II. A native of Carl isle County, 

Kentu cky, George was the son of Edward T. and Mary Elsey George. In 1926, George and his 

family moved to Illinois where he attended grade school and graduated from O live Branch High 

School in 1936. The economic crisis during the per iod prevented George fro m continuing his 

education, so with the help of a family member, he landed a job making leather gloves first at a 

factory in Indianapolis, Indiana, then in Detroit, Michigan. Shortly after the United States entered 

World War II , George, like millions of other young men around the country received his draft 

notice. O n March 18, 1942, George reported for duty at Fort C uster, Michigan. 

Since its establishment in 1775, the US Army has used the term "camp" to identify locations 

designated as temporary outposts with "fort" applied to those areas that were deemed as 

permanent. Afte r inductio n, George joined 150 other inductees as they made their way to Camp 

Sutton , North C arolina, fo r e igh t weeks of basic combat training. At Camp Sutton , the group 

became part of the 938th held Artillery Battalion, a Pennsylvania National G uard U nit that had 

been mobilized for federa l service. After completing additional training at C amp Bland ing, 

flo rida, and Fort Sill, O klahoma, George reported to Camp Gordon, Georgia, for deployment 
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preparatio ns. T he 938th Field Artillery Battalion deployed first to Oran, Algeria, and then shortly 

afterwards, relocated to positions near Naples, Italy. The unit took part in the Battle of Anzio that 

occurred from January to June 1944 and then deployed to Europe where it took part in O peration 

DRAGOON, the invasion of southern France. Operation DRAGOON was originally scheduled as 

part of the larger Operation OVERLO RD that began on June 6, 1944 but was delayed due to 

logistical issues. In the wake of the German surrender on May 8, 1945, George served as part of 

the occupation fo rce made up of American, French, British, and Soviet forces. After Japan 

surrendered on September 2, 1945, George was sent to Camp Atterbury, Indiana, where he 

remained until honorably d ischarged on October 18, 1945. After discharge, George reru rned to 

Detroit where he worked in the automobile industry until his retirement in 1974. 

An easy read, George's personal experi ences in two combat theaters is perhaps the books greatest 

strength. This allows readers to experience the wartime conditions faced by soldiers in two distinct 

combat arenas. This book is impressive for its size and is a must read fo r those historians, and non

historians, looking for an authentic eyewitness account of the living conditions experienced by the 

common soldier during World War II as well as their life before and after the war. The book is 

available for $ 10 from G len Stewart at 524 State Route 94E. Fulton, KY 42041 or 

glenstewa rt48@h ugh es. net. 
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